  ALICE SPRINGS BEANIE FESTIVAL TURNS 10

The atmosphere will be very warm and fuzzy at the 10th Alice Springs Beanie Festival, which will feature special displays, the launch of our new book, ‘Colours of the Country- Celebrating Ten Years of the Alice Springs Beanie Festival’ and other birthday celebrations.

Everyone is invited to the official opening from 6pm on June 30, when the competition winners will be announced.

“There will be food, drinks and beanies for sale and great entertainment, including fashion parades and local bands. It’s going to be a whole lot of fun for free,” festival spokeswoman Jo Nixon said.

The ‘Colours of the Country’ exhibition, which opens at 7pm on Friday, June 30, in the Araluen Galleries, will include the competition in which top textiles artists from around Australia and overseas vie for the prizes on offer; a retrospective in which the best beanies from the past nine years will be displayed and feature Indigenous beanies from the Pitjantjatjara homelands and Alice Springs town camps.

Beanie Central in Witchetty’s will open from 12pm on Friday, June 30, and the program of workshops at Craft NT will also begin that afternoon and continue throughout the festival, which opens from 10am to 4pm on Saturday, Sunday and Monday.

The festival will feature all the events regular festival- goers love, including Indigenous craft displays, free workshops, delicious treats in the tearoom and the Beanie Olympics at 3.30pm on Sunday, July 2.

“Bring your crochet hook and see if you can beat my record of 13-and-a-half minutes,’’ said Jo.

Alice Springs Beanie Festival

Alice Springs Cultural Precinct

Larapinta Drive, Alice Springs

June 30 – July 3

Entry by gold coin donation

For more information visit www.beaniefest.org or contact Jo Nixon on 0408436928 or 89522615

