BEANIES BRING JOY TO INDIGENOUS WOMEN OF CENTRAL AUSTRALIA

The Alice Springs Beanie Festival had its beginnings in remote Aboriginal communities in Central Australia more than a decade ago when festival founder and teacher Adi Dunlop saw a great need for warmth in the people’s lives and took them crochet hooks and yarn to make beanies.

Adi says that showing the women how to make beanies around the campfire provided the people with much-needed warm clothing, but more than this, it gave the women whose lives are often very stressful a very enjoyable hobby – a creative release and the opportunity to sit together, share a laugh, and talk about their lives. When the Alice Springs Beanie Festival rolls around each year, it offers a chance to make a little bit of income and to catch up with old friends.

For the first time this year, the Alice Springs Beanie Festival has secured federal funding to run beanie-making workshops in the Alice Springs town camps. Indigenous beanie-makers are teaching the women in the camps how to crochet beanies and their work will be displayed and sold at the festival, which is celebrating its 10th year.

“We are very excited about the workshops in the Town Camps, we have been warmly welcomed by the women of the camps to sit quietly in the winter sun and share our beanie making skills, laugh and chat. Our main aim is to offer women the chance to take up a craft they can do at home, or take with them when they go hunting, and which provides some joy to their lives as it has for many women around the world. It is a universal artform that crosses all cultural barriers, we love the beanie,” said Jo Nixon.

The festival, which runs from 12pm on June 12 to Monday July 3, is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year and as well as all the usual highlights, such as the national competition, indigenous textiles demonstrations and the Beanie Olympics, the exhibition will include a retrospective and special displays of beanies from remote communities and the Alice Springs town camps.

For more details on the festival visit www.beaniefest.org.au/ or contact Jo Nixon on 085 89522615 or 0408436928

Adi Dunlop and Jo Nixon are available for interview and photographs are available by arrangement.

