Press Release Alice Springs Beanie Festival 2007 (Local)

THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF BEANIES IS JUST DOWN THE ROAD

You don’t need to leave home on the weekend to take an amazing trip.

It only takes a few minutes to get from the heart of town to the Araluen Arts Centre but what a spectacular journey it will be on the weekend (June 29 to July 2) when the 11th Alice Springs Beanie Festival explores the theme “My Journey”. 

Hundreds of textiles artists from all over Australia and the world will tell the stories of their journeys in yarn, felt, seeds, feathers and anything else they can weave into a beanie or tea cosie, and beanieologists from far and wide will come to town to celebrate the humble hat.

Beanie Festival organiser Jo Nixon said: “As well as all the usual highlights, like the Beanie Olympics and our fantastic family night to open the festival, there will be lots of new things to see and do this year.’’

Textiles workshops will be run in conjunction with Territory Craft and indigenous artists and beanie maestros will be in the foyer at Araluen where festival goers can sit down to watch, learn and have a go themselves.  

 “Beanieologists will also be out and about – some will be dining out under the stars at Simpson’s Gap and others will be doing Beanies, Baskets and Bushtucker workshops which will be held in the craft room of the women's cell block in the Old Alice Springs Gaol, where inmates once learnt handcrafts from the matron.

“Our Pitjantjatjara tutors will teach people how to crochet mukata (beanies) or weave tjanpi (grass) baskets while sharing stories and bushtucker.’’ 

“The standard of entries for the ‘My Journey’ competition and exhibition is sky high and there will be more than 3000 beanies for sale,” Jo Nixon said.

Watch This Space gallery will be the venue for an exhibition of works by textile artist Nicky Schonkala that interpret the Alice Springs landscape. The show, which is being held as part of the festival, opens on Saturday June 30.

Contact: Jo Nixon 0408 436 928

See www.beaniefest.org/ for all the details

