BEANIE BLIZZARD HITS ALICE SPRINGS

June/July is Central Australia’s official beanie season but Alice Springs Beanie Festival organisers say a deluge of wild and woolly headgear has arrived unseasonably early, leading them to forecast an even bigger event than last year’s festival, when nearly 5000 beanies went to good homes.  

Organiser Jo Nixon said: “Around 120 boxes of beanies have arrived already. They started piling up in April. Never before in April have we seen boxes. And they’re coming from all over the world. Last year over 500 people entered their works with over 8000 visitors arriving at the festival to share the joy and find their favourite beanie.”

“The theme of this year’s festival is ‘Mukata, Mukati, Muna! Beanies From All Around’ and it looks like this year’s event is going to live up to it.

“Mukata, mukati and muna are all Central Desert people’s words for ‘beanie’. The huge success of last year’s festival has allowed us to run more workshops in remote communities, in town camps in Alice and other community spaces, so this year we’re really celebrating the work of Central Australia’s indigenous beanie makers,” Ms Nixon said.

The four-day festival features two exhibitions, dozens of craft workshops and indigenous textile demonstrations, a fashion parade, competitions, a big opening night party, cultural outings and the famous tea shop where festival goers can savour the most delectable home-baked cakes and other sweet treats the desert has to offer.

The Alice Springs Beanie Festival runs from Friday June 27 to Monday June 30 at the Araluen Arts Centre, Larapinta Drive Alice Springs.

Contact Jo Nixon for more information on 0408 436 928.

