Beanie Festival brings home a great award

One thousand of the country’s artists, arts workers and arts volunteers have just left Alice Springs after being part of the largest Regional Arts Australia conference in history – art at the heart.

The conference was opened by the Federal Minister for the Arts, Peter Garrett, who joined delegates for a moving arrival ceremony on the banks of the Todd River, hosted by local residents and members of the Central Arrernte community who played a big role in the conference.

“Not only was this our biggest national conference ever, it was also the biggest conference ever held in Alice Springs,” says the President of Regional Arts Australia, Suzie Haslehurst.

“The conference brought delegates from around the nation and the world for three days of exceptional performance and discussion about the role the arts play in building and sustaining towns in regional and remote Australia.

“This conference was about art being at the heart of community life - delegates shared ideas about the role that the arts can play in promoting healthier communities and helping towns cope with economic and environmental changes.”

The conference had a strong Indigenous focus, with sacred stories being shared by Arente custodians such as Doris Stewart. The Tjanpi Desert Weavers and the Alice Springs Beanie Festival were crowd pleasers.

'We taught more than 100 delegates to crochet a beanie. They came with sunhats in the 40 degree heat and left wearing beanies', said Merran Hughes, Artistic Director of the Festival. 

Merran Hughes was awarded the inaugural Regional Arts Australia Volunteer award for a Sustained Contribution to the Arts. 

'It is a pleasure to accept this award in Australia's Beanie Capital on behalf of all the hardworking volunteers of the Beanie Festival', said Merran Hughes

The sixth biennial conference was held in partnership between Regional Arts Australia and the Northern Territory Government, with the assistance of the Alice Springs Town Council.

Further information: 

Merran Hughes 0424 447736

merranhughes@optusnet.com.au

Thank you to Regional Arts Australia and NT Arts for funding Merran Hughes to attend and travel to the conference. 

Regional Arts Australia promotes the development of the arts for the one-in-three Australians that live in regional, rural and remote parts of the country. It gives country Australians access to outstanding cultural experiences that are home grown or tour from other towns and cities. In this way Regional Arts Australia gives a voice to artists and puts culture at the heart of community life across country Australia.

