“2009 is providing further opportunities
for cross cultural sharing of experiences”.
The Alice Springs Beanie Festival works hard each year to ensure the Indigenous women of Central Australia have the opportunity to be a part of the local and wider community in expressing their stories through making beanies.  Each year this involvement has grown.  
Over the past three months workshops have been held throughout remote central Australia and in Alice Springs encouraging Indigenous women to share their stories and create works that express the passion of their lives.  The works that have started arriving at Beanie Festival headquarters not only show exceptional workmanship, they also express the lives of Indigenous Australians through their eyes and from their hearts.  Some of the pieces are truly national treasures.
Amanyi Haggie of Ernabella Arts is a favourite of the Beanie Festival.  Amanyi suffered a stroke some years ago and has not had use of her left hand since.  In an attempt to tell her story, she asked Adi Dunlop (founder of the Beanie Festival) to make a beanie under her strict instruction.  Amanyi’s beanie tells the story of the young waru (rock wallabies) being taken away on an aeroplane to partake in a breading program and the sadness felt by the older waru who were left behind.  Whilst making the beanie, Amanyi said “the waru has looked after me, now it’s my turn to look after him”.  

Amanyi and the other holders of the waru story created stories and dances about the separated waru as a metaphor for the stolen generation.  The Indigenous beanie makers from around central Australia will be attending this year’s Festival.  They will be a large part of the fun and inspiration that the Festival embodies and many of them will be running workshops and cooking bush tucker for the 10,000 strong tourists and locals that attend the Festival, creating a real opportunity for cultural exchange.
Amanyi’s beanie and those made by other artists that capture stories like this will be on display at this year’s Festival, opening Friday June 26, 2009.  One of the main aims of the Beanie Festival is to capture the stories of Central Australia’s Indigenous culture before they are lost.
Jo Nixon, Executive Director of the Alice Springs Beanie Festival says “it’s a privilege to be part of the Festival which brings two diverse Australian cultures together under a common banner; the love of the Beanie”.  She adds “beanies are one of the few non-verbal, non-written mediums that can communicate a story where language alone cannot”.
Please see attached photograph of the Waru Story.

For more information, please contact Jo Nixon 8952 2615 or 0408 436 928.

