The Alice Springs Beanie Festival intrigues people from all over the world.
In 2008 the Alice Springs Beanie Festival cracked its record attendance figure with over 5,000 beanies sent in from all over the world and over 10,000 people through the door during the four day Festival.  Beanie sales totalled $154,000.00.  And in spite rumours of a recession, 2009 looks as though these records will again be broken between 26 and 29 June.

The Beanie Festival is testimony to people’s love of creating and of creating the bizarre. Val Pascall of Horsham in Victoria was a first time Festival goer in 2008.  One of her creations that year, entitled ‘Yearning for Sydney Harbour’, featured the Sydney Opera House. The beanie was hand-dyed, hand-spun and hand-made from alpaca, mohair, wool and silk with mirror tile embellishments.
Val’s other beanie in 2008 was entitled “A Warm Summer’s Day” (pictured).  It  too was hand-dyed, hand-spun and hand-felted and is now part of the Festival’s Collection. 
Val is returning in 2009 saying “the Festival is the most artistically stimulating event that I have ever been to.  It’s a melting pot of people who don’t know each other all coming together in the name of fun.  I wouldn’t miss it”.

This year Val is entering 60 pieces in total, all for sale and all hand-dyed, hand-spun and hand-made.  She started her creations in January and says she only just made the deadline.  
Val lost her husband suddenly some years ago, in a state of shock she sat in a chair for two and a half years feeling like she had “lost her hands”.   She comments that what got her out of the chair was “being able to spend time with like minded people being creative with her hands”. …making beanies!  And now Val says it’s the most fun she has all year.
Jo Nixon, Executive Officer of the Alice Springs Beanie Festival says “this is a fairly typical story for Beanie Festival regulars, they often tell us that they haven’t had this much fun since last year’s Festival – and yet they are generally thousands of kilometres away from the mayhem that is the Beanie office.  This is what the Beanie Festival is all about, having fun”.  

This year the Festival has already accepted hundred of packages from around the globe.  “The quality of beanies received each year is outstanding, the joy expressed in the beanies is heart warming and we are planning for another festival full of community spirit, sharing and inspiration.  I can’t wait until the doors open on Friday June 26” says Ms Nixon.  

For more information contact Jo Nixon on 08 8952 2615 or 0408 436 928.
